Collaborative Behavioral Teratology Study: implications, current applications and future directions.
The general conclusions from the Collaborative Behavioral Teratology Study (CBTS) and the implications for research and testing in the field of behavioral teratology are discussed. The results of the CBTS indicate that behavioral teratology data are reproducible, if appropriate attention to study design and testing procedures is maintained. The statistical detection sensitivity of most of the test procedures was excellent, requiring no more than a 5-20% change from control values to detect an effect. Litter, gender and early testing experience may contribute significant variation and should be controlled in any testing situation. The application of behavioral teratology testing and the regulatory role of data for hazard assessment and risk estimation to the human population are discussed. Future research needs were identified from the CBTS workshop discussions.